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also said he had been to "Sham," or Damascus. But '-ShanT
has in Nejed as loose an application as Nejed has in Sham, and
we found ere iong that our new acquaintance had never really
overpassed the limits of Arabia; he had only gone some way on
the northern pilgrim road towards Tabook and its neighbour-
hood ; however, this was enough to make him a lion in his
village, and he was a great authority about Damascus, though
he had stopped short at a full fortnight's distance from its gates.
We made friends, and a very tolerable extemporary breakfast
of curds and dates, with clear cold water, such as our hearts
desired, was set before us. The young Solibah had gone fruit-
hunting on his own account We then proposed to purchase a
stock of dates for our onward way, whereon the gardener con-
ducted us to an outhouse where heaps of three or four kinds
of this fruit, red and yellow, round or long, lay piled up, and
bade us choose. At his recommendation we filled a large cloth
which we had brought with us for the purpose with excellent
ruddy dates, and gave in return a small piece of money, wel-
come here as elsewhere. We then took leave and returned,
but this time through the garden gate, to the stubble-fields,
and passing under the broken walls of the village, reached our
companions, who had become anxious at our absence.

Leaving Thomeyr, we climbed the highest shelf of Central
Toweyk, and traversed its bare upper ledge or table-land; the
view all around was splendid, and forced the admiration of the
Na'ib himself, though little disposed to praise anything in Nejed.
Only to the east lofty mountain-lines limited the prospect j south,
west, and north, plateau and plain lay below in a bird's-eye land-
scape of immense extent. This district comprises, to the best of
my observation, the most elevated point of Inner Arabia, which
I should place at about fifteen or twenty miles south-east of Tho-
meyr. The pass through which our road lay is called "Thenee-
yat-'Atalah," that is, ' the barren," though often simply known
by the autonomastic designation of " Eth-Theneeyah," or "the
pass "par excellence, because the highest in the land. The easterly
mountain is "Djebel 'Atalah" itself, berhymed in Arab song.

Our path, a very stony one, led for three or four hours along
the ridge; nor was it till late in the afternoon that we began to
descend a very steep and slippery track, amid marl and grey-
stone intermixed, till step by step we reached the lower level,